Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #39B
We are here to worship God, because: OUR Help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens & the Earth.  God greets you with His grace:May Grace & Peace be yours thru the knowledge of the Triune God, x3. Amen
 Let us now Worship our God as we sing a * Song of Praise:     Song #145  vs.1,2,3,4
 “I will exalt my God and King”  
Call to Confession: Deuteronomy 5 – God’s Law
Prayer of Confession

Let us rejoice in God’s pardon and grace, as we Sing: #103
 “Praise God my soul” Vs 1-4
Prayer of Supplication – congregational prayer:

Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #
34
“The Lord I will at all times bless” vs.1,2,3, 6
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:1-11
Sermon Title:
“Gospel Transformation”
* Song of Response:
201 “Come thou fount of every blessing”  
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen

Doxology: 
Psalm #103 vs.5-6 
Morning Sermon: “ Gospel Transformation”



Philippians #4
Text:  Philippians 1:1-11
 
Introduction:
 Children… Do you ever pray? I hope that you do: 

When your Mom or Dad pray before a meal, you should be praying along in your own heart and mind. 

When you get in trouble for doing something naughty, you should pray to ask God to forgive you! 

When you go to bed or have bad dreams – you should pray to ask for God’s help and protection…
You might not have known this before… but Prayer is actually one of the best ways to figure out how healthy you are spiritually, or how much you love God! A person with a sick soul, who does not love God as they ought – won’t pray. But those who know God’s grace, who know and trust in Jesus, WILL PRAY – and Often! 






Prayer is like a thermometer to check your spiritual temperature to see how you are doing! I say that, because your prayers tell a lot about the way you think and what you believe … 
And we see that here in Philippians chapter 1: We see a picture of health demonstrated in the prayers of the Apostle Paul for the Philippian church. Through this… we will not only learn about prayer, but we will also learn much about How and Why we are to live for the glory of God as Christians!
(Review) Last week, we focused on vs.6 and Paul’s confidence in the ongoing work of God in the lives of believers. Even though Paul had reason for confidence in the Philippians, that is NOT where his confidence was founded. Rather, Paul’s confidence was based in the ongoing good work of God in the lives of His people, working, not only to finish what HE started, But working to PERFECT that Good Work! This is a central part of Paul’s message in these early verses: For it was Paul’s confidence in God, which led him to be so grateful and encouraging in prayer for the Philippian church. And it was that gratitude and prayer which led Paul to such a deep love/longing for these brothers and sisters in the faith – which comes out so clearly in vs.8 and in the prayer of our text.

This morning, we will look at Paul’s prayer in particular, and we will see what it reveals about Paul’s views regarding God, prayer, and the Christian life! We will learn one central message: 








The Gospel is what truly transforms Christians to the glory of God!
 We will explore that under 3 headings:
 
I. The Proof of Prayer

II. The Core Request of Love
III. The Goal and Gospel of Christ

Let’s begin with:

I. The Proof of Prayer      
(REPEAT)
As we begin in vs.9, we notice Paul’s introduction to what follows: “And THIS I pray…” 

Now, it was all fine and good for Paul (or any minister) to tell a congregation that they love them and care for them… But how do you prove it? The proof is supplied by Paul in his prayer for the Philippians!


And Paul’s love for them and his sincere desire for the Philippians to thrive in the faith and in life is clearly evident in this prayer. EVERYTHING which Paul has been explaining in vs.1-8 about his gratitude for the faithfulness of the Philippians, and his confidence in God’s ongoing work in/thru them, and his sincere love for them are ALL demonstrated in these words!


And I think we need to pause there for just a moment… This is Paul’s Proof of his love … but more than that it is also the proof of what Paul actually believed as a Christian! In the introduction just a few moments ago, I touched on this point – that prayer is a spiritual thermometer to help judge your faith/soul’s health or sickness!


Paul was quite healthy in his faith – and we will see how that is demonstrated as we work through the content of his prayer… But, before we do so, you really need to get this principle into your heart and mind: Your prayer life tells you where your heart is!  Paul’s confidence in the power of God is demonstrated here – But what do your prayers demonstrate? Paul’s love for his bro/sis. comes out clearly in his prayers: but what about you? 

IF we were suddenly to bring in the angels of heaven, and they brought forward the record of what you have prayed and for whom – not just your wishful thinking – but your actual prayers, where you spoke to God. .. . 

What would that reveal about what you believe?

For some, it would reveal that you were a functional Atheist – not that you aren’t a Christian… don’t misunderstand me – but your prayers might reveal that you essentially function like an Atheist, because you practically never actually pray – and you certainly never show up to prayer meeting!

For some, your prayers would reveal that you are essentially unreformed or unbiblical in your theology. Your prayers might reveal that you REALLY Don’t believe that God can do miracles or that God can heal, or provide, or that He is in control of anything at all – because you go through basic life prayers – thanks for food, bless my day… etc… but you never dig into deep prayer! You never pray for what matters!

And yet, there would be a few of you – who would find that your constant struggles in prayer would actually reveal just how powerful your faith in the Lord Jesus really is… You might not feel it, but your struggling consistency in prayer just might indicate your desire to seek and serve God!

Now, Why do I challenge you like this?

1) Because Prayer is important.

2) Because you need to be evaluating your own prayer life as we examine this prayer of Paul – so that you receive the maximum benefit from these words!
God did not inspire Paul to write these words so that we would pat him on the back and say, Paul was great. God gave us this example of prayer so that you & I would learn about the core issues of the Christian life, and learn how to pray for one another accordingly!
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. The Core Request of Love…      (REPEAT)


Let’s read vs.9-10 again
This is Paul’s prayer: He prays, FIRST AND FOREMOST, for Love. And not just a little love, but a love which will abound more and more. The word used here for abounding is related to the idea of the overflowing of a river. Paul is praying for a love that bursts its banks and spreads to all those around us. That kind of love is something which we could imagine might be important for this Philippian church… Because in chapter 4, we learn about two women who had started such an epic conflict in the church – that their names were recorded for all time, as those who needed help to stop bickering and agree in the Lord. And Love is the solution for all such conflict! 

Not just love for anything and everything… But True Love – 1 Corinthians 13 love – Gospel Love!! Christians should be the most loving people in the entire world – BECAUSE if you really are a Christian, then you have received the love of God in Christ. God so loved the world that He gave HIS OWN SON, to live, die and rise again as our substitute so that we should not perish but have eternal life! And God desires for believers to live out that same kind of sacrificial love toward one another and toward everyone with whom we come into contact. 


Do you have that Gospel Love?

Now… Paul doesn’t only pray for love… Although Love MUST come first! In the context of an abounding love, Paul prays also for them to grow in Knowledge and All Discernment. Knowledge apart from love, only puffs up and destroys. But abounding love mingled with knowledge and discernment changes lives and brings glory to God!

So, what is this Knowledge for which Paul prays?
Paul most often uses this word for knowledge in the sense of spiritual knowledge – the knowledge of sin or of grace or the Gospel. So, Paul isn’t praying for the Philippians to experience a drastic increase in scientific or historical facts! Rather, He wants them to come to know the CORE truths of the Gospel on a deeper level! Paul wanted these brothers/sisters in the faith to grow in their knowledge of God and His truth! 


Further in this prayer, Paul prays for the Philippians to have greater discernment/perception as well – for you need discernment and wisdom in order to apply your knowledge to the way you live your life – your choices, words, attitudes and actions. God doesn’t want you to have lots of unrelated facts in your head – He wants you to know about the TRUTH of Love – and also to have the discernment /wisdom to apply that knowledge to life.

Now, if we can take a step to the side for a moment – I want to make a little correction. When you hear this kind of prayer, and you hear me getting all excited about it – there is probably something inside you which is saying, “Amen. I want to grow in knowledge/discernment.” But how do you grow in Knowledge in ANY Field of study? 
You read, you attend lectures, you apply yourself, right?! Are you doing that spiritually?! 



Did you know that we have an evening service?! IT is a service of worship, with the intended goal for you to grow you in the knowledge of Christ – so that you will worship Him more, and know Him better?! The session strongly encourages you to come to the evening service – 5pm every Sunday night… because it is a time where you will see how Doctrine relates to life! 

     










… How knowledge and love and discernment work out practically to the glory of God!
And that brings us to our THIRD point:

III. The Goal & Gospel of Christ        (REPEAT)

Read vs.10-11
The goal of Paul’s prayer is that ultimately each of these believers would glorify Christ!
 So, recognize the progression – Paul Prays for Love, Knowledge and Discernment for a reason! SO THAT the Philippians would approve the things that are excellent – because that is a necessary part of them being sincere and blameless until the day of Christ… And this sincerity and blameless excellence is a result of Christ’s imputed righteousness given to you by faith. And this WHOLE string of logic and events lead to the glory and praise of God!
If you want to glorify God – then you need abounding love, knowledge and discernment, for they enable you to approve what is excellent in life. The word translated approve is a metallurgy word. IT was used frequently to describe the work of verifying the purity of metals like gold or silver. So, this spiritual knowledge and discernment are meant to equip the believers to test/approve what is best. What are the most important, most vital, most excellent things in life?! For what should we aim and live? 
The implication is clear – living for Christ is that which is Excellent… For when you approve what is best, that is when you will be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. Paul uses two words which span quite a spectrum of meaning. Pure means to be sincere and holy in one’s self, and blameless refers to causing NO offense/stumbling blocks to anyone else.  And then Paul reminds us of that PURPOSE of God again… for this purity/blamelessness is not pointless – but directed for that final day when you will be perfect at the return of Jesus Christ!

I don’t know if you noticed this or not – but Paul does something pretty important there. He has told us that he was confident in God’s good work to perfect these believers at the day of Christ Jesus… and then he explains that he was praying for God to do, the very things which Paul was confident that God Would Do! IF the Bible tells you that God saves sinners who repent, then we should pray for sinners to repent and for God to save them! 




You should pray through the promises of God –knowing that God will answer!
Now… Verse 11 is quite powerful… There is some debate about the meaning… Does it mean that you are filled with righteous fruit, or the fruit that flows from righteousness? The NASB clearly lays this out – Paul is speaking of the Fruit which flows from the Righteousness of Jesus Christ. Paul has been arguing that it is love/knowledge/ discernment that lead you to approve what is excellent, and it is that change of mind/desire/focus – which leads to the pure/blameless life. And then in the same breath, Paul goes on to speak of the Fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ. ALL THESE THINGS that we have been discussing are the FRUIT of the imputed Righteousness of the Lord Jesus! 

So, get this… The key to producing fruit in the Christian life to the glory and praise of God all flows from knowing Christ by faith!
THAT is the Good News of Salvation – That you will be forgiven if you turn from your sinful lifestyle, and trust that God sent Jesus to live, die and rise again in your place! When you trust in Jesus to do what you cannot do – God gives you the great exchange – your sin is placed on Christ, and Christ’s righteousness is placed on you!
AND ALL CHRISTIANS NEVER OUTGROW THAT GOSPEL!! You Need the Gospel for everyday living!
 
Please understand this incredible lesson at the Core of this prayer: The greatest key to changing your actions and your life – is not making more rules… it is not listing out all the things you need to be doing… 


The KEY to changing who you are is God. Look to God – trust God, believe God and believe His Promises/Word! 
And these Gospel FACTS/Truths will give you everything you need to be transformed from the inside out! 


So, stop getting depressed about your failures here, there and everywhere. Stop looking at the godliness that you can’t quite perform... Stop trying to make extra rules to change your lifestyle!
Instead, lift your eyes to Christ! 

Revel in the greatness of God’s work in and for you. Grow in your knowledge of it, and your discernment to apply those Gospel truths to your life!

The Key being to Find your identity NOT IN your Sickness, Not in your weakness.. Not in your Sin! 





But only in the righteousness gifted to you in Christ! 


And through that Righteousness – God will enable you to change to look more like Jesus Christ day by day, more and more  to the praise and glory of God!





AMEN.
